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raw material for its manufacture are being continuously
renewed and are susceptible of great expansion without
encroachment upon food supplies.
" We are of opinion that steps should be taken to ensure
increased production of power alcohol by the extended use of
the vegetable matters from which it may be obtained. Impor-
tant materials of this nature are :—(1) sugar-containing
products, such as molasses, mahua flowers, sugar-beet and
mangolds ; (2) starch or inulin-containing products, such as
maize and other cereals, potatoes and artichokes ; and (3)
cellulose-containing products, such as peat, sulphite, wood-pulp
lyes and wood.
*****
" Seeing that one ton of potatoes yields only 20 gallons of
95 per cent, alcohol, while the yield from artichokes is only very
slightly higher, we are of opinion that, having regard even to
the pre-war prices of potatoes and artichokes in the United
Kingdom, power alcohol cannot be produced in this country
from these sources on a commercial basis except under some
system of State subvention. Similar considerations apply
also to the sugar-beet and mangold crops.
" No satisfactory method for the utilization of peat as an
economic source of power alcohol has been brought to our notice.
We are, however, of opinion that in connection with researches
into the use of peat for various purposes its potential value
as raw material for the manufacture of such alcohol should
not be overlooked.
" We are of opinion that, so far as vegetable sources of raw
material for the manufacture of power alcohol are concerned,
we must rely mainly, if indeed not entirely, on increased
production in tropical and sub-tropical countries.
*****
" We have referred to the basic difference between alcohol on
the one hand and benzol, petrol, or other petroleum products
on the other—a difference which has not as yet been properly
appreciated—i.e., the fact that the chief raw materials for the
production of the former can be renewed and are susceptible
of great expansion, whilst those from which the latter are
derived are limited to deposits, definite in extent, that cannot

